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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-13 and 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Brinkley et al. (US 2003/0003872 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Brinkley et al discloses an in-flight communications system, 
comprising an aircraft cabin envelope including a wireless LAN (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); 
an ACARS security envelope that is in communication with the wireless LAN via an airborne 
communications management unit (CMU) (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); and a ground based 
security envelop that is in communication with a ground-based segment of the ACARS security 
envelope (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); 

Regarding claims 2-3 , Brinkley et al also discloses a personal digital assistant (PDA) 
having a wireless modem that operates in conjunction with the wireless LAN; wherein the 
wireless LAN supports a plurality of wireless devices (see par. 0062 and abstract). 

Regarding claim 4-8, Brinkley et al also discloses wherein the ACARS security envelope 
comprises a data link service provider that is linked to the ground based security envelope (see 
fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); wherein an authorized user operates within the aircraft cabin 
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security envelope (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); wherein the authorized user communicates 
with an operations center within the ground-based security envelope (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028- 
0031); wherein the authorized user communicates with flight deck personnel on the same aircraft 
(see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); wherein the authorized user communicates with another Air 
Marshal on the same aircraft (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031). 

Regarding claim 9, Brinkley et al discloses an in-flight communications system, 
comprising a personal digital assistant (PDA) device having wireless communications 
capabilities (see par. 0062); an aircraft cabin wireless local area network (LAN), the PDA device 
being operable to be in communication with the wireless LAN (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); a 
communications management unit (CMU) associated with the wireless LAN and operable to 
send and received data via ACARS (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); and an operations center 
operable to receive data generated by the PDA, transmitted over the wireless LAN and passed to 
the operations center via ACARS (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031). 

Regarding claims 10-13, Brinkley et al also discloses wherein the CMU provides PDA 
generated data to flight deck personnel (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); wherein the PDA device 
is programmed with predetermined Screens (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); wherein the screens 
are arranged to have tap and send functionality (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); wherein the 
PDA device is operable to communicate with another PDA device over the wireless over the 
wireless LAN (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031). 

Regarding claim 27, Brinkley et al discloses an in-flight communications system, 
comprising a personal digital assistant (PDA) device having wireless communications 
capabilities (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); an aircraft cabin wireless local area network (LAN), 
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the PDA device being operable to be in communication with the wireless LAN (see fig. 1 and 
pars. 0028-0031); a communications module associated with the wireless LAN and operable to 
send and receive data via an air-to-ground communications system (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028- 
003 1); and an operations center operable to receive data generated by the PDA, transmitted over 
the wireless LAN and passed to the operations center via the air-to-ground communications 
system (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031). 

Regarding claims 28-33, Brinkley et al also discloses wherein the communications 
module comprises a communications management unit (CMU) (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031); 
wherein the air-to-ground communications system comprises an ACARS (see fig. 1 and pars. 
0028-0031); wherein the communications module provides PDA generated data to flight deck 
personnel (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); wherein the PDA device is programmed with 
predetermined screens (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-0031) wherein the screens are arranged to have 
tap and send functionality (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028-003 1); wherein the PDA device is operable 
to communicate with another PDA device over the wireless LAN (see fig. 1 and pars. 0028- 
0031). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 14-26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding independent claims 14 and 21, the closest prior arts, Brinkley et al. (US 
2003/0003872A1) and John H Histt (GB 2347586A), either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render obvious that a method encrypting the message to create an encrypted 
message; sending the encrypted message via an ACARS network; receiving the encrypted 
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message at a datalink service provider; forwarding the encrypted message to an operations 
center; and decrypting the encrypted message to obtain the message, in combination with all 
other limitations in the claims as defined by applicant. 

Claims 15-20 depend on claim 14. Therefore, they are allowable. 

Claims 22-26 depend on claim 14. Therefore, they are allowable. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Wright et al. (US 6160998) teaches wireless spread spectrum ground link-based aircraft 
data communication system with approach data messaging download. 

Weiler et al. (US 5,970,395) teaches apparatus and method for detecting an interference 
radiation on board of an aircraft. 

Roy (US 6677888B2) teaches secure aircraft communications addressing and reporting 

system. 

Roy (US 2003/003058 1A1) teaches secure aircraft communications addressing and 
reporting system. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7844. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH H. FEILD can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





David Nguyen 



